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PRAYER

Psalm 14.
For the director of music. Of David.
1

The fool says in his heart,
‘There is no God.’
They are corrupt, their deeds are vile;
there is no one who does good.
2
The LORD looks down from heaven
on all mankind
to see if there are any who understand,
any who seek God.
3
All have turned away,
all have become corrupt;
there is no one who does good,
not even one.
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Psalm 14.
4

Do all these evildoers know nothing?
They devour my people as though eating bread;
they never call on the LORD.
5
But there they are, overwhelmed with dread,
for God is present in the company of the righteous.
6
You evildoers frustrate the plans of the poor,
but the LORD is their refuge.
7
Oh, that salvation for Israel would come out of Zion!
When the LORD restores his people,
let Jacob rejoice and Israel be glad!
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SERMON

EZRA 1-2
“Return to Jerusalem”

PRAYER

1

EZRA 1:1-4

In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of
the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the
LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he
made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom and also
put it in writing:
2
“Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: The LORD, the God of
heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth, and he
has charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem, which is
in Judah. 3 Whoever is among you of all his people, may his
God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is
in Judah, and rebuild the house of the LORD, the God of
Israel—he is the God who is in Jerusalem. 4 And let each
survivor, in whatever place he sojourns, be assisted by the
men of his place with silver and gold, with goods and with
beasts, besides freewill offerings for the house of God that
is in Jerusalem.”
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EZRA 1:5-8
5

Then rose up the heads of the fathers' houses of Judah
and Benjamin, and the priests and the Levites, everyone
whose spirit God had stirred to go up to rebuild the house
of the LORD that is in Jerusalem.
6
And all who were about them aided them with vessels of
silver, with gold, with goods, with beasts, and with costly
wares, besides all that was freely offered.
7
Cyrus the king also brought out the vessels of the house of
the LORD that Nebuchadnezzar had carried away from
Jerusalem and placed in the house of his gods.
8
Cyrus king of Persia brought these out in the charge
of Mithredath the treasurer, who counted them out to
Sheshbazzar the prince of Judah.
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9

EZRA 1:9 – 2:55

1 And this was the number of them: 30 basins of gold,
1,000 basins of silver, 29 censers, 10 30 bowls of gold, 410
bowls of silver, and 1,000 other vessels; 11 all the vessels of
gold and of silver were 5,400. All these did Sheshbazzar
bring up, when the exiles were brought up from Babylonia to
Jerusalem.
2 1 Now these were the people of the province who came up
out of the captivity of those exiles whom Nebuchadnezzar
the king of Babylon had carried captive to Babylonia. They
returned to Jerusalem and Judah, each to his own town.
2
They came with Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah, Seraiah,
Reelaiah, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, Bigvai, Rehum, and
Baanah. The number of the men of the people of Israel…
36
The priests… 40 The Levites… 43 The temple servants…
55
The sons of Solomon's servants…
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64

EZRA 1:9 – 2:2

The whole assembly together was 42,360, 65 besides their
male and female servants, of whom there were 7,337, and
they had 200 male and female singers. 66 Their horses were
736, their mules were 245, 67 their camels were 435, and
their donkeys were 6,720.
68
Some of the heads of families, when they came to the
house of the LORD that is in Jerusalem, made freewill
offerings for the house of God, to erect it on its site.
69
According to their ability they gave to the treasury of the
work 61,000 darics of gold, 5,000 minas of silver, and 100
priests' garments.
70
Now the priests, the Levites, some of the people, the
singers, the gatekeepers, and the temple servants lived in
their towns, and all the rest of Israel in their towns.
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EZRA 1-2
“Return to Jerusalem”

Ezra 1 & 2

EZRA 1 & 2
• “The result of our historical inquires thus
depends on the philosophical views that we have
been holding before we even began to look at the
evidence.”
• “if [miracles] are impossible, then no amount of
historical evidence will convince us.”
• C. S. Lewis
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EZRA 1 & 2
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JEREMIAH PROPHECIES
This whole land shall become a ruin and a waste,
and these nations shall serve the king of
Babylon seventy years.
Jeremiah 25:11
“For thus says the Lord: When seventy years are
completed for Babylon, I will visit you, and I will
fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to this
place. For I know the plans I have for you, declares
the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give
you a future and a hope.
Jeremiah 29:10-11
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Ezra 1 & 2

1

EZRA 1:1-2

In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that
the word of the LORD by the mouth of
Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up
the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he
made a proclamation throughout all his
kingdom and also put it in writing:
2
“Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: The LORD, the
God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms
of the earth, and he has charged me to build
him a house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah.
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3

EZRA 1:3-4

Whoever is among you of all his people, may
his God be with him, and let him go up to
Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and rebuild the
house of the LORD, the God of Israel—he is the
4
God who is in Jerusalem. And let each
survivor, in whatever place he sojourns, be
assisted by the men of his place with silver
and gold, with goods and with beasts, besides
freewill offerings for the house of God that is
in Jerusalem.”
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EZRA 1:5-6
5

Then rose up the heads of the fathers'
houses of Judah and Benjamin, and the
priests and the Levites, everyone whose
spirit God had stirred to go up to rebuild the
house of the LORD that is in Jerusalem.
6
And all who were about them aided them
with vessels of silver, with gold, with goods,
with beasts, and with costly wares, besides all
that was freely offered.

8/12

EZRA 1:7
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EZRA 2:1
1

2 Now these were the people of the province
who came up out of the captivity of those
exiles whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of
Babylon had carried captive to Babylonia. They
returned to Jerusalem and Judah, each to his
own town.
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PSALM 126:1-2
1

When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,
we were like those who dream.
2
Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
and our tongue with shouts of joy;
then they said among the nations,
“The Lord has done great things for them.”
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REVELATION 3:20
Behold, I stand at the door
and knock. If anyone hears
my voice and opens the
door, I will come in to him
and eat with him, and he
with me.
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PRAYERS OF
INTERCESSION

PRAYER FOR THE WORLD

ALL
LORD, in your mercy, hear our prayer

PRAYER for the persecuted church – NIGERIA
#9 on Open Doors World Watch List 2021

Almost half of Nigerians are Christians – 95.4 million people from a
population of 206.2 million. Most of these are in the south of the
country. Northern Nigeria is largely Muslim, and it’s in the north and
the central region that most persecution of Christians happens.

PRAYER for the persecuted church – NIGERIA
More Christians are murdered for their faith in Nigeria than in any
other country. Violent attacks by Boko Haram, Fulani militants, ISWAP
(an affiliate of so-called Islamic State) and other Islamic extremist
groups are common in the north and middle belt of the country and
are becoming more common further south.
In these attacks, Christians are often murdered or have their property
and means of livelihood destroyed. Men and boys are particularly
vulnerable to being killed, with the intention of lowering the birth rate
of Christian communities and removing their sources of income.
Perpetrators are seldom brought to justice. Christian women are often
abducted and raped by these militant groups, and sometimes forced
to marry Muslims. Christians from a Muslim background face rejection
by and pressure from their families.
Muhammadu Buhari’s presidency (2015 onwards) has seen a sharp
increase in attempts to force Islamisation on the country, including
appointing Muslims to key government positions.

PRAYER for the persecuted church – NIGERIA
Martina’s husband, Pastor Joseph, was brutally murdered by Fulani
militants. She was left to look after her four daughters and three sons
alone.
Many communities in northern Nigeria have also suffered these
attacks – men and boys are killed, women and girls are raped, and
buildings and possessions are destroyed. Fulani militants leave a
terrible wake of trauma and pain behind them, targeting people just
because they follow Jesus.
Nigeria has risen several places on the World Watch List, and
persecution has worsened in all areas of public and private life.
Violence continues to be extreme, and Islamic extremist attacks have
not abated during the Covid-19 pandemic.
Many Christians who are staying at home to combat the spread of the
virus have been vulnerable to attack.

PRAYER for the persecuted church – NIGERIA

PRAYER: Lord God, we lift up our brothers and sisters in Nigeria
facing extreme violence and other forms of persecution. Comfort those
who mourn, we pray, and replace their weeping with joy. Heal their
trauma and show them who they are in Your eyes. Protect Christian
communities from Islamic extremist attacks and transform the heart of
those who persecute believers. Amen.

PRAYER for PASTORAL SEARCH & COMMITTEE
For the committee – Shannon, Honza, Anna, Grecilda, Richelle
- the Lord’s guidance, wisdom & equipping in seeking the Lord’s will for IBCP
- energy, commitment, faithfulness, unity, love, good time management
- fruitful & God-honouring discussions at meetings
- future meetings with candidates – to be honest & fruitful for committee &
candidates in sensing the Lord’s will & direction
For the candidates and potential candidates
- thankfulness for those with whom PSC has already had informal
conversations
- for God to send the right person and for PSC to recognize the right person
- for candidates to be listening to God’s Spirit & sensing His guidance
For our IBCP congregation/for one another
- to spread the word, to share with friends & acquaintances about our search
for a pastor (so other people could know and consider their application)
- prayerful support and encouragement for our committee

PRAYER for the CHURCH and PERSONAL NEEDS

ALL
LORD, in your mercy, hear our prayer

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be Your name,
Your kingdom come,
Your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

APRIL AT IBCP
TODAY
Sunday 18
Wednesday 21
Friday 23
Sunday 25
Sunday 2 May

Ezra 1 & 2: ‘Return to Jerusalem’
Online at 11.00 IBCP FB page & website
19.00 Fellowship Group via ZOOM
19.00 Students’ Fellowship via ZOOM
Ezra 3: ‘Rebuilding the altar’
Online at 11.00 IBCP FB page & website
Psalm 16 & Communion
Online at 11.00 IBCP FB page & website

WHO?

Everyone who has a temporary or permanent residence
in the Czech Republic

HOW?

Online OR On Paper: until 11 May

HELP!

https://www.scitani.cz/csu/scitani2021/home or scitani.cz

Contact: Anna at axai.hr@gmail.com

