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Colossians 3:18 – 4:1: 

“Christian Relationships”
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“Christian Relationships”
Colossians 3:18 – 4:1
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If it’s dirty, wash it

If it rings, answer it

If you spill it, wipe it

If you open it, close it

If it runs out, replace it

If it’s borrowed, return it

If you sleep on it, make it

If you move it, put it back

If you turn it on, turn it off
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If it’s dirty, wash it

If it rings, answer it

If you spill it, wipe it

If you open it, close it

If it runs out, replace it

If it’s borrowed, return it

If you sleep on it, make it

If you move it, put it back

If you turn it on, turn it off

Hand wave to say hello

Remove your shoes

Wash your hands or 

sanitize

Wear your face mask

Practice social distance



Your Marriage in Christ (3:18-19)

3/10

Wives, submit yourselves to your 

husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. v18

The term “submit” 

(hupotassesthe) 

was used as a 

military term 

referring to the 

order and 

obedience of 

soldiers in battle.



Your Marriage in Christ (3:18-19)
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Your Family in Christ (3:20-21)
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Your Family in Christ (3:20-21)
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Fathers, do not embitter your children, 

or they will become discouraged. V 21



Your Family in Christ (3:20-21)

“I can’t sit with you 
at the table and 
pray asking God to 
bless our meal until 
I am right with you. 
I am sorry. What I 
said and how I 
acted was wrong.” 
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Your Societal Role in Christ (3:22-4:1)
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22 Slaves, obey your earthly masters in 

everything; and do it, not only when their eye is 

on you and to curry their favour, but with 

sincerity of heart and reverence for the 

Lord. 23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your 

heart, as working for the Lord, not for human 

masters, 24 since you know that you will receive 

an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is 

the Lord Christ you are serving. 25 Anyone who 

does wrong will be repaid for their wrongs, and 

there is no favouritism.



Your Societal Role in Christ (3:22-4:1)
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Your Societal Role in Christ (3:22-4:1)
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†δοῦλος doûlos, doo'-los;

1. a slave, bondman, man of servile condition

a. slave

b. metaph., one who gives himself up to another's will those 

whose service is used by Christ in extending and advancing 

his cause among men 

c. devoted to another to the disregard of one's own interests 

2. a servant, attendant
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†δοῦλος doûlos, doo'-los;

1. a slave, bondman, man of servile condition

a. slave

b. metaph., one who gives himself up to another's will those 

whose service is used by Christ in extending and advancing 

his cause among men 

c. devoted to another to the disregard of one's own interests 

2. a servant, attendant

Using the term Servant “minimizes the full 

psychological weight of the institution of 

slavery itself.” – Dr. Clarice Martin



Your Societal Role in Christ (3:22-4:1)
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Your Societal Role in Christ (3:22-4:1)
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Masters, provide your slaves with what is right and 

fair, because you know that you also have a Master 

in heaven. – Col. 4:1



Your Societal Role in Christ (3:22-4:1)
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Masters, provide your slaves with what is right and 

fair, because you know that you also have a Master 

in heaven. – Col. 4:1

“We apply the Household Codes most faithfully 

to our own lives, not when we use them to 

reinforce power structures and hierarchy, but 

when we use them to break those power 

structures down at the foot of the cross.” 

Rachel Held Evans 




