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SERMON

http://forum.xcitefun.net/lake-matheson-images-n-details-fresh-water-t68687.html


Colossians 1:24 – 2:5 

“Paul’s labour of love”
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Colossians 1:24-29 

1 24 Now I rejoice in what I am suffering for you, and I fill up 
in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s 
afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church.      
25 I have become its servant by the commission God gave 
me to present to you the word of God in its fullness – 26 the 
mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and 
generations, but is now disclosed to the Lord’s people. 
27 To them God has chosen to make known among the 
Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ 
in you, the hope of glory.
28 He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching 
everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone 
fully mature in Christ. 29 To this end I strenuously contend 
with all the energy Christ so powerfully works in me.
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Colossians 2:1-5 

2 1 I want you to know how hard I am contending for you 
and for those at Laodicea, and for all who have not met 
me personally.
2 My goal is that they may be encouraged in heart and 
united in love, so that they may have the full riches of 
complete understanding, in order that they may know the 
mystery of God, namely, Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all 
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 
4 I tell you this so that no one may deceive you by fine-
sounding arguments. 
5 For though I am absent from you in body, I am present 
with you in spirit and delight to see how disciplined you 
are and how firm your faith in Christ is.
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29 May 1953

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/mounteverest/10290631/Nepal-to-name-two-Himalayan-peaks-after-Sir-Edmund-Hillary-and-Tenzing-Norgay.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/nepal/8823767/Public-toilets-could-be-put-on-Mount-Everest.html
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/tto/news/world/asia/article3777320.ece


COLOSSIANS 1:24-27 PREPARED TO SERVE

Prepared to Suffer 1:24

Now I rejoice in what I am suffering for you, and I fill up 
in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s 
afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church. 
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http://media.freebibleimages.org/stories/FB_Jesus_Dies/overview_images/006-jesus-dies.jpg?1441362859


COLOSSIANS 1:24-27 PREPARED TO SERVE

Prepared to Suffer 1:24

Now I rejoice in what I am suffering for you, and… for 
the sake of his body, which is the church. 

WILLIAM CAREY: "This is indeed the valley of the 
shadow of death to me… But I rejoice that I am here 
notwithstanding; and God is here."
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http://cbvb.org/mission/tag/william-carey/


COLOSSIANS 1:24-27 PREPARED TO SERVE

Called by the Lord 1:25-26

I have become its servant by the commission God 
gave me to present to you the word of God…
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Acts 1:8: ‘But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.

http://www.godslovenewtown.org/community/


COLOSSIANS 1:24-27 PREPARED TO SERVE

Presenting God’s Word 1:25-27

I have become its servant by the commission God gave 
me to present to you the word of God in its fullness –
the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and 
generations, but is now disclosed to the Lord’s people.
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http://jimerwin.com/2014/11/17/2-peter-112-21-gods-word/


COLOSSIANS 1:24-27 PREPARED TO SERVE

1:27: The Message

To them God has chosen to make known among 
the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, 
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
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http://fikobservatory.com/es/entradas/big-data-comercio-electronico-inteligente-gracias-a-la-informatica/


COLOSSIANS 1:28 – 2:1 PREPARED TO WORK

Aiming for maturity 1:28

He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and 
teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we 
may present everyone fully mature in Christ. 
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https://derpiboo.ru/223621
https://derpiboo.ru/223621


COLOSSIANS 1:28 – 2:1 PREPARED TO WORK

Energised by Christ 1:29

To this end I strenuously contend with all the 
energy Christ so powerfully works in me.
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http://conversation.which.co.uk/motoring/petrol-versus-diesel-costs-price-compared/


COLOSSIANS 1:28 – 2:1 PREPARED TO WORK

Wrestling in Prayer 2:1

I want you to know how hard I am contending for 
you and for those at Laodicea, and for all who 
have not met me personally.
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http://juneauempire.com/sports/2014-11-12/alaska-school-declines-host-tourney-without-prayer
http://michaelwelchert.com/2015/02/09/apostolic-suffering/


COLOSSIANS 1:28 – 2:1 PREPARED TO WORK

1:28: The Goal

He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and 
teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we 
may present everyone fully mature in Christ. 
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http://www.harvesttotable.com/2009/07/how_to_grow_apples/


COLOSSIANS 2:2-5 PREPARED TO EQUIP

A Big Goal 2:2

My goal is that they may be encouraged in heart 
and united in love, so that they may have the full 
riches of complete understanding, in order that 
they may know the mystery of God, namely, 
Christ…
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http://www.eventsavservices.com/join-our-team/
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COLOSSIANS 2:2-5 - PREPARED TO EQUIP

A Great Saviour 2:3
My goal is that they may be encouraged in heart 
and united in love, so that they may have the full 
riches of complete understanding, in order that 

they may know the mystery of God,                                 
namely, Christ, in whom are hidden                                          

all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 
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https://formerheathen.wordpress.com/2015/03/24/a-dream-about-the-holy-spirit/


COLOSSIANS 2:2-5 - PREPARED TO EQUIP

A Real Danger 2:4-5
I tell you this so that no one may deceive you by 
fine-sounding arguments. For though I am absent 
from you in body, I am present with you in spirit 
and delight to see how disciplined you are and 
how firm your faith in Christ is.
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http://www.animaldanger.com/asia.php


Professor John Lennox
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“Nonsense remains nonsense, even when talked by 
world-famous scientists.”

“Atheism. The belief that there was
once absolutely nothing. And nothing
happened to the nothing until the nothing magically 
exploded (for no reason) creating everything and 
everywhere. Then a bunch of exploded everything 
magically rearranged itself (for no reason whatsoever) 
into self-replicating bits which then turned into 
dinosaurs.”

“If religion is a fairy tale of those who are afraid of the 
dark then atheism is a fairy tale of those afraid of light.”



COLOSSIANS 2:2-5 - PREPARED TO EQUIP

2:2-3: The Truth
…the mystery of God, 

namely, Christ, in whom are hidden 
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 
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NASA’s “hand of God”

http://www.examiner.com/article/nasa-s-nustar-telescope-captures-the-hand-of-god


COLOSSIANS 1:16 – 2:5: LABOUR OF LOVE

1:27: The Message

Christ in you, 

the hope of glory.

1:28: The Goal

Everyone fully mature in Christ 

2:2-3: The Truth

Christ, in whom are hidden all 

the treasures of wisdom and 

knowledge. 
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http://www.harvesttotable.com/2009/07/how_to_grow_apples/
https://formerheathen.wordpress.com/2015/03/24/a-dream-about-the-holy-spirit/
http://fikobservatory.com/es/entradas/big-data-comercio-electronico-inteligente-gracias-a-la-informatica/



