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2 Kings 6: “Elisha, the axe & 

the Arameans”



Elijah and Elisha

1 Kings 17 - Elijah 1 - The Widow at Zarephath

1 Kings 18 - Elijah 2 - Mount Carmel

1 Kings 19 - Elijah 3 - Flees and God revives

1 Kings 21 - Elijah 4 - Naboth’s Vineyard

2 Kings 1 - Elijah 5 - Elijah & Ahaziah

2 Kings 2 - Elijah 6 - Elijah taken up to heaven

2 Kings 2-3 - Elisha 1 - Moab revolts

2 Kings 4 - Elisha 2 - The Widow & the Shunammite

2 Kings 5 - Elisha 3 - Healing of Naaman

2 Kings 6 - Elisha 4 - The axe & the Arameans



“Oh no, my lord! It was borrowed!”

These young men were too poor to buy tools of 

their own, and they therefore asked for a kindly loan 

of an axe-head that they might use it in the Lord’s 

service. It was very natural, therefore, that this 

young man should regret that the axe which he had 

borrowed should fall off into the water. This made 

him say,- “Alas!” Be very careful about loans, be 

sure to repay them in due time, and be very 

particular that nothing happens so that you cannot.

He said, “Alas, master! for it was borrowed.”

Charles Spurgeon



Verses 6-7 - The man of God asked, ‘Where did it 

fall?’ When he showed him the place, Elisha cut a 

stick and threw it there, and made the iron float. ‘Lift 

it out,’ he said. Then the man reached out his hand 

and took it.



“God can do all things, he can make iron swim-we 

cannot-and yet you see the prophet did it, and he did it 

by the use of a stick. He cut down a stick. Was there 

any connection between the stick and the iron? I can’t 

see any, and yet God does use means, and he would 

have us use means. “He cut down a stick and cast it in 

thither, and the iron did swim.” If you’re in great trouble 

tonight, have confidence in that God who can make the 

iron swim. If you have some worry, and you do not 

know how to meet it, some work, and you do not know 

how to do it, look to him who made the iron swim and 

he can do the same for you. Trust him, rest upon him 

and see if he does not do it.” 

Charles Spurgeon



Man of God

There are a few unnamed persons given this title, 

but also familiar names like Moses, Elijah, and 

David, plus one in the New Testament; a young 

Timothy is given this title by his mentor Paul.

Justine Mfulama’s

list: 

Honesty

Generosity

Communication 

Skills

Perseverance

Humility

Responsibility

Fear of God



Early Warning Systems

These are no match for PROPHET 

Israel’s Early Warning System



12 ‘None of us, my lord the king,’ said one of 

his officers, ‘but Elisha, the prophet who is in 

Israel, tells the king of Israel the very words 

you speak in your bedroom.’

15 When the servant of the man of God got up 

and went out early the next morning, an army 

with horses and chariots had surrounded the 

city. ‘Oh no, my lord! What shall we do?’ the 

servant asked.



16 ‘Don’t be afraid,’ the prophet answered. 

‘Those who are with us are more than those 

who are with them.’



“Strike this army with blindness.” and then he 

leads them to Samaria into a trap telling them 

“This is not the road and this is not the city. 

Follow me, and I will lead you to the man you 

are looking for.”



21 When the king of Israel saw them, he 

asked Elisha, ‘Shall I kill them, my father? 

Shall I kill them?’



“If your enemy is hungry, give him food to 

eat, and if he is thirsty, give him water to 

drink.” 

Proverbs 25:21

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your 

neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I tell 

you, love your enemies and pray for those 

who persecute you, that you may be 

children of your Father in heaven.” 

Matthew 5:43-45a



Acts 9

Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats 

against the Lord’s disciples. He went to the high priest 2 and 

asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so 

that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether 

men or women, he might take them as prisoners to 

Jerusalem. 3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, 

suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to 

the ground and heard a voice say to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do 

you persecute me?’
5 ‘Who are you, Lord?’ Saul asked.

‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,’ he replied. 6 ‘Now 

get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you 

must do.’



Acts 9

7 The men travelling with Saul stood there speechless; they 

heard the sound but did not see anyone. 8 Saul got up from 

the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see 

nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus. 9 For 

three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink anything.
10 In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The 

Lord called to him in a vision, ‘Ananias!’

‘Yes, Lord,’ he answered.
11 The Lord told him, ‘Go to the house of Judas on Straight 

Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is 

praying. 12 In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias 

come and place his hands on him to restore his sight.’



Acts 9

13 ‘Lord,’ Ananias answered, ‘I have heard many reports 

about this man and all the harm he has done to your holy 

people in Jerusalem. 14 And he has come here with authority 

from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name.’
15 But the Lord said to Ananias, ‘Go! This man is my chosen 

instrument to proclaim my name to the Gentiles and their 

kings and to the people of Israel. 16 I will show him how much 

he must suffer for my name.’
17 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing 

his hands on Saul, he said, ‘Brother Saul, the Lord – Jesus, 

who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here –

has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the 

Holy Spirit.’



Acts 9

18 Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, 

and he could see again. He got up and was baptised, 19 and 

after taking some food, he regained his strength.

Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. 20 At 

once he began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the 

Son of God. 21 All those who heard him were astonished and 

asked, ‘Isn’t he the man who caused havoc in Jerusalem 

among those who call on this name? And hasn’t he come 

here to take them as prisoners to the chief priests?’ 22 Yet 

Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled the Jews 

living in Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Messiah.





Let us pray.


